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-Bibliographies on Conscription in Military Service; Mobilization; and all bibliographies in Mobilization 
and Mercenaries. 
 
 
 
 
PRE-19TH CENTURY 
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See also: 
-Bibliography on Hessians in Revolutionary War 
 
 
 
 
U.S. LEVIES, 1790-1791 
 
Indian unrest in the Northwest Territory (OH, IL, IN, MI, and WI) persuaded the new Federal 
government in 1790 to dispatch a punitive expedition under command of General Josiah Harmar.  His 
force comprised chiefly state militia troops from Pennsylvania and Kentucky.  Complete lack of success 
in the campaign was attributed to the poor quality of the militia, and Congress responded by enacting on 
3 Mar 1791, a new military program.  It included authorization to raise another regiment of regulars, who 
were to serve for 3 years, and to employ "troops enlisted under the denomination of levies, in addition to, 
or in place of the militia...."   Up to 20,000 levies were authorized for service up to six months.  They 
were subject to Federal, not state, control.  As such, these short-term volunteers represented a 
compromise between political unpopularity of a standing army and military unreliability of state militia.  
See: 
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See especially pp. 22-23, which describe the organization of the corps of levies. 
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& MilPub-Pams. 

 
Prucha, Francis P.  The Sword of the Republic:  The United States Army on the  Frontier, 1783-1846. 

NY:  Macmillan, 1969.  Chap 2.  E181.P798. 
 
Upton, Emory.  The Military Policy of the United States.  Wash, DC:   GPO, 1907.  pp. 77-83. 
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Letter to William Darke, 4 April 1791, which includes brief org info on levies. 

 
 
A second punitive expedition, commanded by Major General Arthur St. Clair, marched into the 
northeastern frontier, Sep 1791.  His 2,000-man force included 800 new levies organized into two 
regiments, as well as regulars & militia.  The levies & militia were both woefully untrained; the total 
force was poorly equipped, supplied, and led.  The result was disastrous defeat on 4 Nov 1791.  See: 
 
Denny, Ebenezer.  Military Journal of Major Ebenezer Denny....Phila:  Lippincott, 1859.  pp. 151-78. 

E83.79.D4. 
 
Guthman, William H.  March to Massacre:  A History of the First Seven Years of the United States 

Army, 1784-1791.  NY:  McGraw-Hill, 1970.  pp. 96 & 277-28.  UA25.G93. 
 
Jacobs, James R.  The Beginning of the US Army, 1783-1812.  Princeton, NJ:  Princeton, 1947. 

Chap 4-5.  E181.J35. 
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Nation's Response."  PhD dss, Loyola, 1977.  235 p.  E83.79.W35. 
 
 
The third expedition into the territory proved eminently successful--without levies.  Congress enacted 
legislation on 5 Mar 1792 that reorganized the Army into the Legion of the United States (which lasted 
until 1796).  Major General Anthony Wayne trained the Legion thoroughly before advancing against the 
Miami Indians.  His decisive victory at Fallen Timbers, 20 Aug 1794, quieted the Northwest Territory.  
See: 
 
Boyer, Lieutenant.  A Journal of Wayne's Campaign.  Cincinnati:  Uhlhorn, 1866.  23 p.  E83.794.B78. 
 
Denny, cited above, pp. 178-205.  E83.79.D4. 
 
Hardaway, John A.  "General Mad Anthony Wayne and the Legion of the United States." 
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Jacobs, cited above, Chaps 6-7.  E181.J35. 
 
Miller, Cynthia A.  "The United States Army Logistics Complex, 1818-45:  A Case Study of the 

Northern Frontier."  PhD dss, Syracuse, 1991.  534 p.  UC263.M548. 
See Chaps 3-4. 
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Correspondence.  [Ed by Richard C. Knopf]  Westport, CT:  Greenwood, 1975 reprint of 1955 
edition.  556 p.  E83.794.W3. 
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See index. 
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See Chap 3. 
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(1893):  pp. 1144-47.  Per. 
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_____.  SGO.  Statistical Report on the Sickness and Mortality in the Army of the United States, 

Compiled from the Records of the Surgeon General's Office...From January, 1839, to January, 
1855.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1856.  703 p.  UH223.A4.S72. 

See pp. 625-33 for 1851 recruiting data. 
 
Woodhull, A.A.  “The Enlisted Soldier.”  Journal of the Military Service Institution of the US 

(Mar 1887):  pp. 18-70.  Per. 
See especially pp. 22-32. 

 
 
 
See also: 
-Bibliographies on Enlistment Bounties in Pay. 
 
 
 
 
EARLY 20TH CENTURY-General Sources 
 
Army Navy Journal  (7 Jun 1913):  pp. 1236 & 1237.  Per. 
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Geere, Frank.  "Future Recruitment."  Journal of the Military Service Institution of the US 

(May/Jun 1916):  pp. 365-79.  Per.  
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Views of President, Secretary of War, Chief Staff, et al extending term of enlistment 
from 3 to 5 years. 

 
 
 
 
-Minimum Age, 1898-1902 
 
The minimum enlistment age in the Regular Army before the 1898 Spanish-American War was 16, with 
parental consent necessary for minors under 21.  For the volunteer forces raised in 1898, the minimum 
age was set by Congress at 18.  After the war, Mar 1899, Congress raised the minimum age for Regular 
Army enlistment to 18. 
 
U.S. War Dept.  The Military Laws of the United States.  3d & 4th ed.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1898 & 1901. 

UB500.A11. 
See 3rd edition, pp. 355-56 and 4th edition, pp. 255-56 & 509-11. 

 
_____.  General Order 30 (30 Apr 1898), p. 1-2;  GO 90  (6  Jul 1898), p. 1;  and GO 41 (11 Mar 1899), 

p. 1.  MilPub-GO. 
 
_____.  Regulations for the Army of the United States, 1895.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1895.  pp. 113-14. 
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The US Navy permitted younger recruiting, and naval regulations also governed the Marine Corps, which 
allowed enlistment during the 1890s at 15 years of age.  Parental permission was required for minors 
under 18.  See: 
 
U.S. Navy Dept.  Regulations for the Government of the Navy of the United States, 1893.  Wash, DC: 

GPO, 1893.  pp. 176 & 207.  VB363.A3. 
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Rinehart, 1942.  131 p.  UA10.W37. 
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Per. 
Selling the service to young men in times of economic prosperity. 

 
Salyer, Lucy E.  “Baptism by Fire:  Race, Military Service, and U.S. Citizenship Policy, 1918-1935.” 

American Historical Review  (Dec 2004):  pp. 847-76.  Per. 
 
U.S. Army.  Recruiting Publicity Bureau.  Service with the Colors:  A Review of the Various Arms and 

Services Comprising the Regular Army with Opportunities Afforded Enlisted Men for 
Advancement in Each.  Booklet, Governors Island, NY, 1939.  53 p.  UA25.5.A7. 

Description of Army life, including sections on each arm and service. 
 
U.S. War Dept.  Compiled data re recruitment and service, 1920s-1940.  UB323.A5. 
 
_____.  The Educational System of the United States Army:  The Army as a National School. 

Wash, DC:  AGO, 1920.  55 p.  U716.G39. 
 
_____.  Recruiting by Regular Army Organizations:  Circular No. 165, datedApr 1919.  1 p. 
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Each post recruited for the units stationed there. 

 
_____.  Special Regulations #65 (Jun 1918 & Nov 1918), 65b (Jul 1918) & 65c (Oct 1919). 
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_____.  The United States Army as a Career.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1929.  36 p.  UA25R92. 

Recruiting booklet. 
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See also: 
-US Army Recruiting News, Per. 
 
 
 
 
MID-20TH CENTURY (1945-1973) 
 
Blum, Albert A.  "Comparative Recruiting Systems."  Military Review  (Mar 1971):  pp. 10-29.  Per. 
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